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Topics to cover & objective

● How to contact NWS
● Situational awareness/Planning

○ NWS sites, observations, radar, etc.

● Spot requests
● Requesting DSS (Decision Support Services)
● FYI/Miscellaneous
● Questions

Objective → Familiarize yourself with the various web sites + resources available to 
maintain weather awareness

Ultimate goal → Better preparedness for incidents, improved ability to respond, and 
increased safety awareness (as it pertains to weather)



How to contact NWS

● Call “Rapid City Weather”
○ SD State Radio: NWS-W talkgroup

○ WYOLINK Radio: NWS RC talkgroup

● 605-341-7435 (local or cell)
○ 800-684-4163

● Twitter: @NWSRapidCity



Situational 
Awareness/Planning



NWS website:
weather.gov

https://www.weather.gov/


NWS Rapid City:
weather.gov/unr

https://www.weather.gov/unr/


NWS Rapid City 
Briefing Page:

https://www.weather.go
v/unr/brief_fire

Summer
Winter

Text products

https://www.weather.gov/unr/brief_fire
https://www.weather.gov/unr/brief_fire
https://www.weather.gov/unr/brief_summer
https://www.weather.gov/unr/brief_winter
https://www.weather.gov/unr/brief_text


NWS Fire 
Dashboard:

https://www.weather
.gov/dlh/firepoker

https://www.weather.gov/dlh/firepoker
https://www.weather.gov/dlh/firepoker


NWS Rapid City 
Weather Activity 

Planner:
https://forecast.weather.go
v/wxplanner.php?site=unr

https://forecast.weather.gov/wxplanner.php?site=unr
https://forecast.weather.gov/wxplanner.php?site=unr


NWS Storm 
Prediction Center 

(SPC):
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/

https://www.spc.noaa.gov/


Winter Storm 
Severity Index 

(WSSI)

https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wwd/wssi/wssi.php?id=UNR
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wwd/wssi/wssi.php?id=UNR
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wwd/wssi/wssi.php?id=UNR


Observations

Fire Weather Snooper
Mesowest obs (map)

Fire Weather Dashboard

https://www.wrh.noaa.gov/map/?&zoom=8&scroll_zoom=false&center=44.482789890501586,-102.44201660156251&boundaries=true,false,true,false,false,true,false,false,false&tab=boundary&obs=true&obs_type=weather&elements=temp,dew,wind,rh,gust&temp_filter=-80,130&gust_filter=0,150&rh_filter=0,100&elev_filter=-300,14000&precip_filter=0.01,18&obs_popup=true&obs_density=60&obs_provider=ALL
https://www.weather.gov/lox/fwmV3?wfo=unr&net=1,2#
https://mesowest.utah.edu/cgi-bin/droman/raws_ca_monitor.cgi?rawsflag=290&state=UNR&type=&orderby=n&day1=31&month1=3&year1=2015&hour1=18&refrsh=0&timeobs=12
https://mesowest.utah.edu/cgi-bin/droman/mesomap.cgi?state=UNR&rawsflag=3
https://www.weather.gov/dlh/firepoker


Radar:
https://radar.weather.gov/

Radar FAQ

https://radar.weather.gov/?settings=v1_eyJhZ2VuZGEiOnsiaWQiOiJsb2NhbCIsImNlbnRlciI6Wy0xMDIuODM1LDQ0LjE3OV0sInpvb20iOjguMTI2ODc1NzIxODAzODIsImZpbHRlciI6IldTUi04OEQiLCJsYXllciI6ImJyZWZfcmF3Iiwic3RhdGlvbiI6IktVRFgiLCJ0cmFuc3BhcmVudCI6dHJ1ZSwiYWxlcnRzT3ZlcmxheSI6dHJ1ZSwic3RhdGlvbkljb25zT3ZlcmxheSI6dHJ1ZX0sImJhc2UiOiJzdGFuZGFyZCIsImNvdW50eSI6ZmFsc2UsImN3YSI6ZmFsc2UsInN0YXRlIjpmYWxzZSwibWVudSI6dHJ1ZSwic2hvcnRGdXNlZE9ubHkiOnRydWV9#/
https://radar.weather.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/radarfaq


Requesting Decision Support (DSS)

● Public safety officials can request weather support via Google Form: 

http://www.weather.gov/unr/eventsupport
○ Often in concert with local Emergency Management

● Alternatively, email nws.rapidcity@noaa.gov with information needed, location, 

when, etc.

● Best Practice
○ Work with EM to obtain event support

http://www.weather.gov/unr/eventsupport
mailto:nws.rapidcity@noaa.gov


Emergency Messages for Incidents

● We can disseminate emergency messages for incidents requiring evacuation or 

shelter in place

● Broadcast on NOAA Weather Radio with tone alarm, local media through 

Emergency Alert System

● Work with emergency manager or sheriff on content
○ WHO needs to take action

○ WHY they need to respond (type of incident)

○ WHAT  they need to do

○ WHERE they should go

○ HOW to get more information



Request verbal forecast/observations by radio or phone

● Call “Rapid City Weather”
○ SD State Radio: NWS-W talkgroup

○ WYOLINK Radio: NWS RC talkgroup

● 605-341-7435 (local or cell)
○ 800-684-4163



Submitting a Spot Forecast Request

● Spot Forecast Request
○ Spot request video from NWS Billings (~8 

minute video)

https://www.weather.gov/spot/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Or6flTaAHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Or6flTaAHM


Submitting a Spot Forecast Request — Location



Submitting a Spot Forecast Request — Incident Type



Submitting a Spot Forecast Request — Contact & Details



Submitting a Spot Forecast Request — Weather & Obs



Radar apps - caution needed

● How to verify if warnings were issued?
○ Ask dispatch if they got a bulletin on LETS

○ WEA

○ Twitter: @NWSRapidCity

○ Can sign up for text and/or email alerts: 

https://inws.ncep.noaa.gov/

■ Don’t select non-precipitation alerts!

○ Call office on phone or radio

https://inws.ncep.noaa.gov/


Weather Apps in General

● Know what you’re getting!
○ Is it for your home location?

○ Or does it follow you?

○ How did you set your home location? 

■ Zip code areas are too big (Newell zip code goes almost to Reva, Midland to northwest 

Mellette Co, west RC (57702) goes into the BH). 

● Understand our watches, warnings, and advisories (WWA) are based on 

forecast zones
○ Central BH zone covers from Deerfield to Johnson Siding to Rockerville

■ Weather & snowfall can vary a lot → look at your point forecast

● Any questions related to weather apps?



Questions?

Comments, questions, 
feedback welcome

shane.eagan@noaa.gov

Links: 
https://wxsme.weebly
.com/weather-for-res

ponders.html

Survey: 
https://forms.gle/SNC

oiSDftPScvxti9

https://wxsme.weebly.com/weather-for-responders.html
https://wxsme.weebly.com/weather-for-responders.html
https://wxsme.weebly.com/weather-for-responders.html
https://forms.gle/SNCoiSDftPScvxti9
https://forms.gle/SNCoiSDftPScvxti9

